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To achieve effective results in the
implementation of the River Basin
Management Plan, it is necessary to
implement basic principles of integrated
water resources management. This
involves active international cooperation
(since most of the river basins in Belarus
are transboundary) and exchanges of
information, effective interaction
between decision makers,
representatives of business and scientific
circles, civil society and the public at
various levels, including local, regional
and international.

Can you tell us about your
role working with EUWI+?
I work on improving the interaction between
specialists involved in the development of the
Pripyat River Basin Management Plan (RBMP)
in Belarus and interested members of the
public, young people, students, and teachers.
The goals are 1) to involve stakeholders in
joint
decision-making
on
river
basin
management plans and familiarise them with
its development process through training,
seminars and consultation and 2) to familiarise
the general public with the results of the river
basin plan and water issues.

How do you
involve
stakeholders in
RBMP?

Pripyat Basin Council Meeting, Belarus

In 2020 we held meetings with stakeholders to discuss the
Pripyat RBMP in Belarus, collected feedback, and made
appropriate changes to the Pripyat RBMP. The final result
were submitted to the Pripyat Basin Council, and are now
circulating for final approval by the regional committees
located in the river basin (the Minsk region, Gomel, Mogilev,
Brest region).

How do you
involve the
general public
in RBMP?

Inventory of Springs, Belarus

In 2020 the project organised a competition among
schoolchildren, young people, community organisations and
local residents for the best research on studying and
protecting water resources (springs). More than 60
participants took part in the competition: together they
surveyed more than 200 springs, took numerous photos and
videos and collected data on springs that were submitted to
the Central Research Institute for Complex Use of Water
Resources (CRICUWR).

Book "Springs of
Belarus"
In 2020, with the support of the EUWI+
project, a book called "Springs of
Belarus" was published. It contains the
result of large-scale work on the
inventory of springs and general data
on springs in Belarus. This work was
carried out in 2017-2020 as part of the
state program of Belarus under the
auspices of the ministry of natural
resources of Belarus, and with support
from the EUWI+ project in the Pripyat
river basin.

What are the benefits
of an RBMP for
nature and
biodiversity?
The implementation of the programme of
measures developed under the RBMP will
protect water bodies from pollution and
depletion. It will ensure an adequate
supply of good-quality surface and ground
water, which is necessary for sustainable
and balanced water use, biodiversity
conservation, and improved health and
public safety.

How did you
cooperate with
experts from EU
Member States?
Cooperation with experts from EU
countries is an opportunity to gain
international experience. It improves
professional skills in the field of public
communication and interaction with the
public and all interested parties on the
study and conservation of water
resources in Belarus. EU Member State
partners have experience in organising
and facilitating public consultations on
RBMP,
providing
accessibility
to
information for all stakeholders, and
considering and incorporating feedback
into the RBMP.
This approach will be used to prepare
and facilitate the subsequent stages of
public consultations on river basin
management plans and other projects
in the field of rational use and
protection of natural resources in
Belarus.

How do you see the
future of RBMP in
Belarus?
According to the Water Code, RBMPs
in Belarus are being developed for a
period of 5 to 10 years. The Pripyat
river basin is one of the 5 main river
basins in Belarus. The Dnieper RBMP
was developed in Belarus, approved at
the meeting of the Dniepr basin
Council on 25 October 2018, and
recommended for approval following
a joint decision by the executive
committees of the region and Minsk
city, where the Dnieper river basin is
located. Further development of the
RBMPs for Neman, Western Bug and
Western Dvina rivers is planned.
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